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acquaintance with the nature and development of English
institutions, they failed to understand their extraordinary
capacity for unseen transformation and unconscious adaptation
to new conditions ; they believed the English Constitution had
remained unchanged since 1688 and consequently claimed for
the Charter of 1830 a similar immobility. If the Ultramontane
authoritarian wished to put the clock back, the Liberal wished
after 1830 to make it stand still.
We have said enough to indicate the general strength and
weakness of the Liberal position. In so far as France needed,
particularly before 1830, to be assured that the King is under the
law, that no individual's caprice or interest is valid against law,
that it is impossible and undesirable to withhold a share in
authority from a class of the nation that is economically and
intellectually fit for it, Liberalism did a useful piece of work.
Its weakness lay mainly in its lack of imagination, in its narrow
outlook: it did not realize the complexity of freedom, its
dependence not on machinery only, or even mainly, but on
traditions and faith, on a certain way of looking at life, not on
institutions so much as in trust—by the Government in the mass
of the people and by the mass of the people in the Government,
But it suffered above all from one radical and crippling weak-
ness : not only was the freedom it demanded a narrow and
uninspiring freedom, but it did not even claim it for all, and
by formulating demands on behalf of a class, and not of the
whole people, it virtually made of freedom but an extension
of privilege.
Liberal thought of the period lived as it were in two tenses
only, the present and the past. The pressure of the present was
obvious and inescapable enough : a new Government—new in
fact if perhaps old in law—was in power and a definite attitude
of some kind had to be adopted: Louis XVIII. might be
welcomed, warmly or coldly; he might be opposed, by con-
stitutional or revolutionary method; he could not be ignored
by any who claimed to take some share in their country's
destinies. But this very present attitude must be partly con-
ditioned^ by one's view of the past: what one thought of the
ancien regime and of the Revolution must largely determine
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